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“confirmation of promises” that they “could become queens and priestesses in the eternal 
worlds.”79

“Not all members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints are members of the 
Church of the Firstborn80 …for, as Elder McConkie explained, ‘the Church of the Firstborn 
is made up of… those who are destined to be joint-heirs with Christ in receiving all that 
the Father hath.’”81 To merit these blessings, faithful priesthood holders must continue in 
righteousness until, in this life or the next, they are invited to receive additional ordinances, 
including the fulness of the Melchizedek Priesthood (or the “Holy Priesthood, after the 
order of the Son of God”82), sometimes called the “second anointing.”83

Differentiating the blessings of the fulness of the priesthood from the ones associated with 
Moses and Abraham, Ehat and Cook wrote that Abraham’s “Patriarchal Priesthood (the 
ordinances of the endowment and patriarchal marriage for time and eternity)… [is] not 
the same as the crowning ordinances of the Melchizedek Priesthood.”84 The Prophet Joseph 
Smith explained that “Melchizedek… had still greater power… which was not the power 
of a Prophet nor Apostle nor Patriarch only, but of King and Priest to God.… No man can 
attain to the joint heirship with Jesus Christ without being administered to by one having 
the same power and authority of Melchizedek.”85

The blessings of the fulness of the Melchizedek Priesthood, along with the keys to every 
other gospel ordinance, are confirmed upon the faithful through the power of Elijah, sealing 
in heaven what is sealed on earth.86 Contrasting the role of the blessings of the Melchizedek 
Priesthood given through the “spirit of Elijah” to those of the Aaronic Priesthood bestowed 
through the preparatory “spirit of Elias,”87 Joseph Smith said:

This power of Elijah is to that of Elias what, in the architecture of the temple of God, those 
who seal or cement the stone to their places are to those who cut or hew the stones—the one 
preparing the way for the other to accomplish the work. By this we are sealed with the Holy 
Spirit of Promise (i.e., Elijah).

To obtain this sealing is to make our calling and election sure, which we ought to give all 
diligence to accomplish.88

the elect of God. The “elect” are those who not only have been “called”89 but also—through 
their faithfulness—have been “chosen.”90 They have had their calling and election made 
“sure”91 or, in other words, as a result of enduring to the end in faithfulness they have 
received the “more sure word of prophecy”92 from God Himself,93 the assurance that they 
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